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The St. Augustine Monthly  

 

F r o m  t h e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  D e s k …  

St. Augustine School   †   Founded in 1857   †  www.staug-md.org 

Come to Learn. Go to Serve  †  September 2016 

Dear SAS Families, 

It was a pleasure to see so many of you last night at our first HSA meeting of this school year.  Your 

presence confirmed what I have come to know about St. Augustine as a wonderful community of parents, 

faculty and staff working together for the good of our children.   Mrs. Margaret Dammeyer spoke on behalf 

of the Archdiocese and witnessed their commitment to the strength and success of our school.  The 

commitment of our school and parish to mutual support has been evident as well. I can’t think of a better 

way to begin than all of us looking forward to a great school year together! 

 

My husband and I have a running joke about my “last first HSA meeting of the year”.  When our daughter 

was little, I attended the meetings and my husband stayed home with our son.  We had a deal.  I would 

attend until Kate finished 5th grade, then it would be my husband’s turn for middle school, at which point 

Kevin would be in school as well.  In a couple of years,  I’d tag team over to high school.  When Kate was 

in 4th grade, I was asked to step in and complete the last year of our HSA Secretary’s two-year term.  No 

problem.  At the end of that year, I was asked to become HSA President.  Oops, two more years.  At the 

end of those two years, I was invited to join the faculty.  Twenty-one years later, in 2010, my husband said, 

“Well, this finally IS your last first HSA meeting of the year”.  Little did we know what God had up His 

very large sleeve! 

 

Each day when I enter the school, I smile when I see the peace pole in the foyer.  My husband and I gave 

this to St. Augustine’s as a gift and Fr. John blessed it at our first school Mass last week.  The prayers it 

contains ask that God will fill our hearts, our schools, and our earth with His peace.   Each person who 

comes into our school is challenged to be an instrument of God’s peace.  Every day, in every classroom,  at 

lunch, at recess, in every situation, children and adults alike are called to this. I hope that as you speak to 

your child each day about his/her day at school, you will ask “How were you an instrument of God’s peace 

at school today?”  At faculty prayer yesterday, I shared a quote from our Church’s newest saint, St. Teresa 

of Kolkatta, fondly known as Mother Teresa.  She said “My prayer for you is that you may grow more and 

more in His likeness through love and compassion and so become an instrument of peace.”  May that be 

our prayer for our children and for one another throughout this school year. 

 

   Sincerely, 
   Mrs. Nancy F. Malloy 
       Mrs. Nancy Malloy,  Acting Principal 

 

 

 “Make me an Instrument of Your Peace” 
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A r c h b i s h o p  L o r i  
W e l c o m e s  S A S  
S t u d e n t s  B a c k  t o  
S c h o o l  

 
Archbishop William 

Lori and  

Dr. Barbara 

Edmondson, 

Superintendent of 

Catholic Schools, 

joined Fr. John and 

Mrs. Malloy in church 

to welcome the students to the 2016-17 school year.  

Archbishop Lori reminded our students to grow in faith 

and in their love for Lord, and to love one another. He 

encouraged the students to work hard in school., to 

thank their teachers for tall that they do, and be grateful 

to their parents for sending them to such a wonderful 

school.  

 
 

M s .  M a c k a y  R e c e i v e s  
A r c h d i o c e s e  
o f  B a l t i m o r e  
Te a c h i n g  
E x c e l l e n c e  
Aw a r d  
 

The Archdiocese of Baltimore’s 

teaching excellence awards 

recognize teachers who have distinguished themselves as 

exemplary teachers who are truly committed to the 

witness of Christian teaching. This year our very own 

2nd grade teacher, Sue Mackay, was the recipient of one 

of these awards. 
 
Ms. Sue Mackay has been teaching in the Archdiocese of 

Baltimore for 16 years and is beginning her 8th year at 

St. Augustine.  Any parent whose student has been in Ms. 

Mackay’s class knows that she is an amazing teacher.  In 

her classroom students are thinking, moving, singing, 

acting, discovering, and being creative.   Additionally, Ms. 

Mackay’s nomination form cites “Her love of God is 

evident in her love of all people. It is this attitude that 

makes her students love school and succeed.  She 

believes that every student is gifted, every student is 

creative and every student is brilliant.  This gives her 

students such confidence and they do rise to her high 

expectations of them.”   
 
Ms. Mackay is wonderful representative of the teachers 

at SAS, all of whom inspire greatness in our students and 

help them to use their God given talents to make our 

world a betters place. 
 
Congratulations Ms. Mackay on this well-deserved 

award.  We are blessed to have you in our community! 
 

 
H S A N e w s   

 

Thank you to everyone who 

attended last night's HSA 

General Meeting.   

For those who were unable to 

attend, the presentation that was given is attached.  We 

are still in need of Chairs for the following events, if 

interested please contact Melanie Greenhill 

(melgreenhill@yahoo.com) 

 Breakfast with Santa  

 Muffins with Mum 

 Donuts with Dad 
 
Our online Spiritwear store is still open, you can order 

your spiritwear online at https://squareup.com/store/st-

augustine-school/ 
 
The next HSA Executive Board Meeting is Wednesday, 

September 14 at 6:30 p.m.  Everyone is welcome to 

attend. 

 

I n s t r u m e n t a l  

M u s i c  a t  S A S  

Students in grades 4-8 are invited to 

once again participate in the archdiocesan band program. 

Information has been sent home with the students and  

rehearsals will begin next week.  Band is a lot of fun and 

a wonderful activity to continue throughout life. 
 

 

A r c h d i o c e s a n  
C a t h o l i c  H i g h  
S c h o o l  

I n f o r m a t i o n  

High School Fairs:  On October 20, from 6:30 - 8PM 

many Catholic high schools will be at Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help school for the annual High School 

Regional Fair.  The admissions directors of many of our 
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high schools as well as some alums from SAS will be ion 

hand to distribute materials and answer questions about 

their school.  After visiting their tables, there will be 

presentations in the classrooms where parents and 

students can learn more about various schools academic, 

athletic, service and social programs.  Students in grades 

6-8 are encouraged to attend.   
 

High School Placement Test:  The High School 

Placement Test will take place on December 3rd and 

December 10th. The HSPT is a standardized, timed test, 

required of every 8th grade student applying to attend a 

Catholic high school in the Archdiocese of Baltimore. 

Parents can register for one of the above dates at   

https://stsusers.com/stsusers/registration/static/

baltimore.php 

 

M r s .  C l a y t o r  
H o n o r e d  f o r  
2 5  Ye a r s  o f  

S e r v i c e  

Our 1st Grade teacher, Mrs. Pam 

Claytor, was honored at the 

Archdiocesan Convocation on 

August 25th for 25 years of service 

in Catholic education.  Mrs. Claytor is beginning her 13th 

year at St. Augustine School and has lovingly guided over 

300 students through their transition from kindergarten 

to 1st grade.  In addition to being the 1st grade teacher, 

Mrs. Claytor has also served  as an assistant principal and 

team leader at SAS, and was instrumental in preparing 

our Blue Ribbon School application.  Her devotion to 

Catholic education and commitment to St. Augustine 

School is evident and we are grateful to have her here.  

Congratulations Mrs. Claytor! 

 

C l a s s r o o m  N e w s  

PRIMARY TEAM 

(Grades PreK—2) 

Happy September from 

the Primary Team!  This 

month we will be focusing 

on introducing our first 

pillar of good character for 

the month - Responsibility.  We will be focusing on what 

this pillar looks like and sounds like in the classroom, 

throughout the school, and in the community.  We are 

in the process of setting up monthly community service 

projects and would love your help!  Please let us know if 

you have any suggestions or ideas.  We will be reading 

lots of fun Back to School books during the first few 

weeks of school!  Below are a few of our favorites: 

Ms. Abbe - First Day Jitters 
 
Mrs. Weatherholtz - Chrysanthemum 
 
Mrs. Claytor - The Kissing Hand 
 
Ms. Mackay - Officer Buckle and Gloria  

 

INTERMEDIATE TEAM (Grades 3-5) 

The intermediate team is off to a great start this school 

year. All three classes have adjusted well to their new 

routines:  the third graders are on the top floor for the 

first time, the fourth graders are the leaders during their 

lunch/recess period, and the fifth graders now eat lunch 

and have recess with the middle school. In math, the 

third graders jumped right into multiplication, the fourth 

graders started number talks, and the fifth graders just 

began their unit on decimal place value. Hopefully the 

stage has been set for an enjoyable and productive 

school year for all of the children in each class. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL TEAM (Grades 6-8) 

We are excited to welcome 31 sixth graders to the  

middle school.  The new sixth graders have been settling 

into their different routine. They are doing well changing 

classes, using their new Chromebooks and  meeting their 

2nd grade buddies.  We know it’s going to be a great 

year!  

Sixth Graders with  St. Augustine at the  St. Augustine Festival. 

Sixth graders with their 2nd grade buddies. 



~ September 2016 ~ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  
PK4's attend Half Day 

12:25p-12:25p Entire 
Kindergarten attends until 12:25 
PM 

2  
PK4's attend Half Day 

9a-10a Opening School Mass 

10a-12p St. Augustine Festival 

12:25p-12:25p Early Dismissal 
all students, No PM HoCo Bus, 
After Care Available 

12:25p-12:25p Entire 
Kindergarten attends until 12:25 
PM 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
School Closed 

6  
Entire Kindergarten attends full 
day 

PK3's Begin 

12:15p-1:15p Hot Lunch 
Program begins 

7  
Scholastic Book Fair 

8  
Scholastic Book Fair 

9a-9:40a Gr.5 Band Demo in 
Hall 

9:45a-10:05a Gr.6 Band Demo 
in Hall 

10:05a-10:25a Gr.7 Band Demo 
in Hall (Hall) 

10:35a-11:15a Gr.4 Band Demo 
in Hall (Hall) 

11:25a-11:45a Gr.8 Band Demo 
in Hall (Hall) 

7p-8p HSA General Meeting 

9  
Scholastic Book Fair 

9a-10a School Mass - 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
Scholastic Book Fair 

School in Session, No AM or PM 
HoCo Bus (Session\, No AM or 
PM HoCo Bus) 

13  
Scholastic Book Fair 

14  
Scholastic Book Fair 

6:30p-7:30p HSA Executive 
Committee Meeting 

15  
 

16  
9a-10a School Mass 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
3:30p-4:30p Science Explorers 
After School Classes (Gr.1-5) 

6:30p-8p School Board Meeting 

21  
7:45a-8:25a Faculty Meeting  

22  
 

23  
9a-10a School Mass - 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
3:30p-4:30p Science Explorers 
After School Classes Topic 
#1(Gr.1-5) 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
9a-10a School Mass 

Notes: 
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St. Augustine School 

Friday Flier 

Monday, September 12   School in session (County Closed), No AM or PM HoCo Buses 

    Scholastic Book Fair Continues 

    Cross Country Practice, 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM  
 

Tuesday, September 13     

Wednesday, September 14  Math Olympiad practice, Middle School Girls, Lunch/Recess 
    Cross Country Practice, 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM 
    HSA Executive Committee  Meeting, 6:30 PM 
 

Thursday, September 15     

Friday, September 16  School Mass, 9:00 AM 

  

LUSCIOUS LUNCHES IN THE BEST SCHOOL CAFETERIA: 

The SAS school lunch program is up and running and Ms. Ruth and Mr. Dave are ready to 

cook all their delicious lunches again this year. Why not make life a little easier in the  

morning and order school lunches online instead of making them every day? Be sure to 

look for some new appetizing additions that will be added to the menu during the year.           

Remember freshly prepared school lunches help students power through the day! To order lunches and 

take advantage of our modest prices,  please go to our school website, www.staug-md.org, select the “Parents”  

option, select “Hot Lunch” from the drop down menu, and login with your user name and password or just go   

directly to saslunch.org.  It’s that simple!  If you forget your login information, please email Mrs. Rhonda Cynkar at 

rcynkar@staug-md.org.  Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry that is offered to the children.  
 

SCIENCE EXPLORERS: 

Afterschool Science Club is offered again this year.  The fliers were handed out to all students in 

Grades 1 - 5 this week.   Class size is limited, so register soon.  You can register either online at 

www.scienceexplorers.com or mail your completed form with check or credit card information to 

Science Explorers, Inc., 110 W. Wyomissing Ave., Mohnton, PA 19540.  Please do not send this 

information into school.  The class will be taught by one of our very own staff member,   Ms. Synthia Dabiri.  This 

club will meet Tuesday afternoons, 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM with 6 different sessions to pick from.   
 

CROSS-COUNTRY SEASON HAS ARRIVED!: 

Any boy or girl in Grades 5th - 8th who is interested in running should contact  Jeff Ross and Suzanne 

Fontanesi at jross@hotmail.com or Jeff Ross’s cell phone number 443-690-6872.  Children in grades 

5/6 will run 1.6 miles and Grades 7/8 will run 2.2 miles.  All Meets this year will again be  at Trinity 

School,  4985 Illchester Road, Ellicott City from 9:00 AM to about 10:30 AM.  Practices for Cross 

Country will be held immediately after school in the school  parking lot beginning this Monday and 

will continue every  Monday and Wednesday with the ending time of 4:15 PM.  Students should meet at the   

picnic tables at the start of each practice.  We look forward to another fun season. The first meet will be            

Saturday, September 17th. 
 

FIRST LEGO LEAGUE: 

Lego Robotics is coming to SAS as an extracurricular activity for the 2016-2017 school year!  

Teams are forming right now for both First Lego League Junior (K-4th) and First Lego League   

(4th-8th).  For more information on how to participate please contact Ben Brunner at SAS           

FirstLego@gmail.com.  You can help make these programs accessible to all interested students by  

volunteering to be a coach, mentor, or sponsor.   
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