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St. Augustine School   †   Founded in 1857   †  www.staug-md.org 

Come to Learn. Go to Serve  †  November 2016 

Dear SAS Families, 

When I was reminded that it was time to write a letter for the Monthly, I had to turn and look at the calendar.  

“Really?”, I wondered.  “Could it actually be that September and October have flown by?”  Yes, they have, and here 

we are in November.  Before this month ends we will have concluded our first trimester of school for this year and 

celebrated the beloved holiday of Thanksgiving.  And we’ll be headed nonstop toward Christmas.   

I believe there are two kinds of people when it comes to Christmas decorations appearing in the stores.  There are 

those who get all upset and complain that it’s too soon and they don’t want to see “that stuff” yet.  Then there are the 

nuts like me who embrace it.  Whose eyes open wide at the sight and have to stop and admire every bit of it, even if 

it’s before Halloween.  I don’t appreciate premature Christmas music, though.  However, I recently found myself 

reaching for my Josh Groban “Noel” CD, but for a different reason.  There’s a song on it that I love called 

“Thankful”,  and with November here, it was time to listen again.  I remember the first time I heard the song, many 

years ago.  It was very late at night and I was headed home from an especially contentious meeting at school.  

Sometimes we focus on everything negative and overlook the good. We no longer feel the joyful, warm spirit that 

causes newcomers who visit to notice and comment.  We miss the sight of children skipping into school and down 

the hallways.  We forget how hard the staff works and all the hours that volunteers put in.  As I drove home that 

night, I heard:  “It’s up to us to be the change, and even though we all can still do more, there’s so much to be 

thankful for.”  I knew I was deeply thankful for my school community, no matter how crazy things got, and I was 

ready to return the next morning and keep on going.  

I am thankful to be a member of the St. Augustine School community and for the blessings that surround me here.  I 

hope you are, too.  I hope that the sight of the children gathered for prayer at Mass or in costumes at Halloween 

Bingo makes you smile.  I hope that when you read about a service project led by our Student Council and Rachel’s 

Friends, it makes you proud.  But I also hope you know that when there are changes and improvements needed, the 

faculty and staff and I are listening and we will work with you to make our school the very best it can be for all of 

our students.  Next week we will open our doors to visitors who are making the important decision of where to send 

their children next year.  If you are thankful that you’ve chosen St. Augustine School, and want to help us grow, 

please encourage your neighbors, friends, and family to come.  

 Enjoy November, it goes by fast.  Stuff the turkey, stuff yourself, and try to enjoy the early peeks at Christmas 

“stuff”.  Have a blessed Thanksgiving.   

      
 Gratefully, 

      

 ~`ÜáA atÇvç `tÄÄÉç? Tvà|Çz cÜ|Çv|ÑtÄ 
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Yo u  C o u l d  E a r n  $ 5 0 0  
i n  o u r  F a m i l y  R e f e r r a l  
P r o g r a m  
 
We have a family referral 
program as a special incentive to 
our school families.  For every 
new family that enrolls and 
remains at St. Augustine School for one whole school 
year, the referring family will receive a $500 credit 
toward their next year’s tuition.  Please take advantage of 
this program and share your excitement about SAS with 
your family, friends, co-workers, and neighbors. 
 
Our Fall Open House for prospective families will be held 
on Friday, November 11, 2016,  from 10am-2:30pm.  
Attendees will be have the opportunity to tour the school, 
meet the faculty, and see first hand how St. Augustine’s 

can benefit their students. 
 

S t a r t  a  C h a i n  
R e a c t i o n  o f  K i n d n e s s  
 
Our Rachel’s Friends Club is off to a terrific start.  All of 
the students in grades five through eight viewed a movie 
that told the story  of Rachel Scott, a teenage girl 
tragically killed during the Columbine school shooting in 
1999.  The emphasis of the movie is not the senseless 
violence, but the wonderful legacy Rachel Scott left 
behind.  She wanted to begin a “chain reaction” of 
goodness, kindness, and peace that would hopefully one 
day spread throughout the country and the world. To 
make this idea more concrete, all of the students at St. 
Augustine, from pre-K through eighth grade, have been 
invited to notice the little things people do throughout the 
day to be kind and help make the world a better place. 
The students will be writing these observations on strips 
of colored paper, and members of Rachel’s Friends will 
be using them to create links in a chain that we hope 
eventually will encircle all of the floors in the school 
building.  We want to make a visible representation of , 
and celebrate, all of the good that exists in our school and 
our community. 
 

S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l  
S e r v i c e  P r o j e c t s   
The Student Council and Rachel’s Friends 

sponsored two fundraisers during the month of October.  
Students could buy chances to guess the number of candy 
corns in a jar they also had an out of uniform day on 

October 31st.  The two events raised $678.13 that will be 
donated to Catholic Relief Services for the victims of  
hurricane Matthew.  The November project will be 
collecting canned goods for the Elkridge Food Pantry and 
parish food baskets.  Please watch the Friday Flier for 
more information.      
    
C l a s s r o o m s  
C o m e  A l i v e  
W i t h  
Te c h n o l o g y  
 
St.  Augustine School offers students endless learning 
opportunities through the use of innovative, state-of-the-
art technology.  The teachers utilize various technological 
resources to further engage students. 
 
Primary Team (Grades PK 3– 2nd) 
The preschool students, in addition to visiting the 
computer lab, use Spanish apps on iPads to extend 
Spanish instruction.  In Kindergarten they are exploring 
audio recording and QR codes through AudioBoom.  You 
can scan the QR code below to  hear the whole class 
reciting  “Five Little Pumpkins.”  In 1st grade they are 
using Wixie in Science and Social Studies class and using 
various math game apps on the iPad to practice their math 
skills.  In 2nd grade they are improving their written 
expression using Word Mover and taking brain breaks 
with GoNoodle. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Intermediate Team (Grades 3-5) 
The intermediate grades have been using technology for a 
wide variety of purposes.  For Example, the third graders 
have been working in science on the early stages of their 
project which will culminate with 3D printing.  The 
fourth graders have just been introduced to Wixie which 
is a project based  learning site where the teacher can 
create activities which support and enhance the 
curriculum.  The  fifth graders recently took a virtual tour 
of an exhibit at the South Tyrol Museum of Archaeology 
in Bolzano, Italy.  This museum houses the mummified 
remains and the accompanying artifacts of “Otzi the 
Iceman,” a Stone Age man whose body and belongings 
were discovered frozen in the Alps about twenty five 
years ago. 

Use your mobile device 
and scan this QR code to 
hear the Kindergarten 
class recite “Five Little  
Pumpkins.” 
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Middle School (Grades 6-8) 
The 8th grade recently did a virtual lab in science class 
recreating the radioactive decay of an isotope.  The 8th 
Grade Algebra class created mini-presentations on real-
life application word problems about graphing linear 
equations.  The 6th Grade math group is using 
Learnzillion video tutorials as a "flipped classroom" 
model to preview and introduce new concepts.   
 
 

H e l p  S A S  W h i l e  
D o i n g  Yo u r  
H o l i d a y   
S h o p p i n g    
As the holiday season gets underway, 
support our school by reminding 
friends & family members to shop through 
Amazon.com when buying gifts online.  When you use 
Amazon.com for all of your online shopping and  
St. Augustine School can earn up to 10% on every 
purchase you make.  To shop at AmazonSmile simply 
go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your 
computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a 
bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier 
to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. On 
your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), 
before you begin shopping, you need to select St. 
Augustine School as your  charitable organization to 
receive donations from eligible purchases.  

 
Then every eligible purchase you make at 
smile.amazon.com will result in a donation to SAS.   
 
Another way to help SAS while you shop is to use SAS 
Scrip. Low denomination gift cards are perfect for 
stocking-stuffers, office gifts, or quick "thank yous". 
More vendors than usual are supplying cards for the  
holiday season. Get them before this special ends on 
12/16!  Orders submitted by 11/9 will be available for 
pick up at the school office no later than Friday, 
11/18/16. eScrip orders placed using  
PrestoPay are available for your use instantaneously. 
PrestoPay Reload orders (putting more dollars on  
already-purchased physical gift cards) are available for 
use within 24 hours. Thanks for your support 
 

 

R e m e m b e r i n g  
D e p a r t e d  
L o v e d  O n e s  
During the month of November we 
remember our family members and 

friends who have died. You are invited to write the 
names of your deceased family members on the form 
below and submit it to the office so that we can  
remember and honor them in prayer. These names will 
be placed on our school prayer table throughout the 
month of November. 

Remembrance Form 

Student’s Name (s):_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Family Name:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

We remember in prayer the souls of these departed loved ones of the _____________________Family: 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Please return this form to the office by Wednesday,  Nov. 9.   Thank you. 



~ November 2016 ~ 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  
All Saints Day 

9a-10a School Mass - Grade 8 

2:30p-3:10p All Saints Day Celebration -
- Gr.1 & 7 Buddies (7th Grade 
Homeroom) 

2  
1:30p-2:20p Assembly:  Grades 4-8  
The Magic of Math 

3:30p-5:45p First Lego League Club 
Meeting in Burke Wing (Burke Wing) 

3  
7:45a-8:25a Faculty Meeting  

7:45a-8:45a Teacher Appreciation 
Breakfast from Grade K 

8a-8:50a Concert Band Rehearsal 

9a-1:45p Irvine Nature Center, grade 2 

12:15p-1p Chamber Choir Rehearsal in 
Burke Wing (Burke Wing) 

3:30p-4:30p Quiz Bowl 

4  
8:15a-8:40a Boys Choir Rehearsal in 
Burke Wing 

9a-2:30p Kindergarten  Field Trip to 
Sharp's Farm 

12:15p-12:55p Chorale Rehearsal in 
Burke Wing 

5  
STEM Day, Catholic High School 

6  
 

7  
School in Session, No AM or PM HoCo 
Bus (Session\, No AM or PM HoCo Bus) 

12:15p-1p Student Council Meeting in 
Gr.7 Homeroom (Gr.7 Homeroom) 

8  
School Closed, Faculty Retreat 

9  
Ident-a-kid  grades Pk4 - 8 

3:30p-5:45p First Lego League Club 
Meeting in Burke Wing (Burke Wing) 

6:30p-7:30p HSA Executive Committee 
Mtg. 

10  
Ident -a-Kid   PK3 

8a-8:50a Concert Band Rehearsal 

9:15a-2:45p Grades 3, 4, & 5 Field Trip, 
Maryland Hall Theater & Naval 
academy 

12:15p-1p Chamber Choir Rehearsal in 
Burke Wing (Burke Wing) 

3:30p-4:30p Quiz Bowl 

11  
Prospective Family Open House 10am 
– 2:30pm 

8:15a-8:40a Boys Choir Rehearsal in 
Burke Wing 

9a-10a School Mass - Grade 7 

9:55a-1:55p 1st grade Field Trip- 
Baltimore Museum of Industry 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
12:15p-1p Rachel's Friends Meeting 
(Gr.5 Homeroom) 

15  
6:30p-8p School Board Meeting 

16  
3:30p-5:45p First Lego League Club 
Meeting in Burke Wing (Burke Wing) 

4p-5p HSA Peace A Pizza Dinner 
Fundraiser 

17  
Individual Portrait Retakes Grades K-8 

Individual Portraits -Grade PK3 

8a-8:50a Concert Band Rehearsal 

12:15p-1p Chamber Choir Rehearsal in 
Burke Wing (Burke Wing) 

3:30p-4:30p Quiz Bowl 

18  
8:15a-8:40a Boys Choir Rehearsal in 
Burke Wing 

9a-10a School Mass - Grade 6 

12:15p-12:55p Chorale Rehearsal in 
Burke Wing 

3:25p-3:55p Last Day for After School 
Playground 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
12:25p-12:25p Professional Half Day, 
AOB & HoCo Bus available, After Care 
available 

22  
10:30a-10:30a 3rd Period ends at 10:30 
a.m. 

10:30a-12p Thanksgiving Feast (School 
Hall) 

12:25p-12:25p Professional Half Day, 
AOB & HoCo Bus available, After Care 
available 

23  
Thanksgiving Holiday, School Closed 

24  
Thanksgiving Holiday, School Closed 

25  
Thanksgiving Holiday, School Closed 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
8:40a-8:50a Student Council/ Rachel's 
Friends Advent Prayers (In the Hall\, 
following Pledge) 

12:15p-1p Rachel's Friends Meeting 
(Gr.5 Homeroom) 

29  
 

30  
3:30p-5:45p First Lego League Club 
Meeting in Burke Wing (Burke Wing) 

Notes: 
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St. Augustine School 

Friday Flier 

 

Sunday, November 6  Daylight Savings Time Ends—Fall Back  
 

Monday, November 7  School in Session, No AM or PM HoCo Bus 

    Student Council Meeting in Grade 7 Homeroom,  12:15 PM 
 

Tuesday, November 8   School Closed, Election Day,  Faculty Retreat 
 

Wednesday, November 9 Ident-a-kid, grades PreK4 - 8th Grade 

    Cross Country, Curley’s Classic Run, 2:30 PM  
    Lego League Club Meeting, Burke Wing, 3:30 PM - 5:45 PM  
    HSA Executive Committee Meeting, 6:30 PM  
    

Thursday, November 10 Ident-a-kid, PreK3 
    Concert Band Rehearsal, 8:00 AM 
    Band sectionals all day 
    Field Trip, grades 3, 4, & 5, Maryland Hall Theater and Naval Academy 
    Chamber Choir Rehearsal in Burke Wing, 12:15 PM - 1:00 PM  
    Quiz Bowl, 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM     
 

Friday, November 11  Veterans Day 

    Boys Choir Rehearsal, 8:15 AM 

    School Mass, 9:00 AM, Grade 7 leads 

    Field Trip, 1st grade, Baltimore Museum of Industry, 9:55 AM - 1:55 AM 

    Prospective Family Open House,  10:00 AM - 2:30 PM  

 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA: 

It’s that time of year again.  The HSA Breakfast with Santa will be held Saturday, December 10th 

from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  This event will feature an all-you-can eat buffet of pancakes, bacon,  

sausage, home fried potatoes, and a fruit and yogurt bar.  Coffee and juices are also included.  

The cost is $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for children under 12 and kids under 3 are free with a family 

max of $30. Photos with Santa, games, crafts, silent auction, and various vendors will be present 

for you to purchase holiday items too.  Game room tickets purchased before December 5th will 

be 10 for $12 and after December 5th the tickets increase to $1 each. Click on the link below to volunteer for set 

up, clean up, and/or to help during the breakfast.  We cannot make this event happen without our volunteers.      

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4aaaaa2ba1f58-breakfast .  A detailed flier will be coming soon.  We look 

forward to seeing you there!   
 

CROSS COUNTRY TEAM PARTICPATES IN CURLEY’S CLASSIC RUN:  

Every year, Archbishop Curley’s Cross Country Team in conjunction with the Admissions Office, 

hosts the annual Curley Cross Country Classic Run. This year’s 33rd Annual race will be held on 

Wednesday,  November 9th at 3:30pm.  If your child participated in SAS cross Country this fall, 

they have an opportunity to join Curley’s Classic Run.  We will be leaving the school by 2:30 PM 

to participate in the run.  If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Ross at 

jross50@hotmail.com  Parents must sign a permission form to allow your child to leave the school for this event.  

Specific permission must be given to allow someone other than yourself to drive your child to this event.  

 

BOX TOPS NEWS: 

Just a friendly reminder, please be sure that you submit box tops that have not already expired.  So 

far our top three classes for the extra recess and brownies competition for October/  

November are 1st place - First Grade, 2nd place - 8th Grade and 3rd place - 5th Grade. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0b4aaaaa2ba1f58-breakfast


 
 
 
 
 

 
            

To all families registered with St. Augustine School Before and After Care Program 
 
Monday, November 21st and Tuesday, November 22nd, school will be dismissed at 12:25 p.m..  After 
Care will be available for students who are registered for the Before and After Care Program. Lunch is not 
provided, so please pack one for your child(ren). The fee for after care from 12:25 p.m. until 3:25 p.m. will be 
$15.00 per child.  For those children staying after 3:25 the fee will be $26.00. These fees will be billed on your 
December statement. 
  
To meet the state mandated requirements for the number of caregivers per child, the number of children attending 
will be limited. Spaces are available on a first come, first served basis. This is not a drop in program; you must 
reserve your place(s) for these days. 
  

Please complete the form at the bottom of this page and return by Wednesday, November 16th  
                                            

 
St. Augustine School Early Dismissal Reservation Form 

 
 
 
 
 
Family Name: __________________________________Phone:_______________________  
 
 
Child(ren)’s Name(s) and Grade(s) _________________________________________________________  
 
                                    _________________________________________________________ 

 
       _________________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE CHECK WHICH TIME(S) YOUR CHILD WILL ATTEND.                                           
  
Monday, November 21st    Tuesday, November 22nd   
     
______ 12:25 – 3:25 @ $15.00          ______ 12:25 – 3:25 @ $15.00                   
            

 
______ 12:25 – 6:00 @ $26.00            ______ 12:25 – 6:00 @ $26.00                   
         
            

These fees will be charged on your December statement. 
 

Please return by  
 

Wednesday, November 16, 2016 



The HSA invites you to  

 
15 Mellor Avenue 

Catonsville MD, 21228 

410-747-2255 

Wednesday November 16, 2016 

4 – 8 PM 

***DINE IN ONLY*** 

**You must present this flyer or mention St. 

Augustine School prior to paying your bill!** 

 

20% of proceeds from dinner sales (excluding the bakery) will 

assist in funding the St. Augustine Thanksgiving feast. 



 
1. Go to ShopWithScrip.com. 

2. Select the “Register” button. 

3. Select “Join a Scrip Program”. 

4. When prompted for the Program’s Enrollment code, enter: 

491AE12B5LL1  

5. Complete the registration steps to complete your account setup. 

6. Once your account is set up, you can then go to your Dashboard choose to enroll in 

PrestoPay if you want to quickly process payments directly from your bank account. 

Complete instructions are available on YouTube here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7CX3UAim5U 

7. Share your approval code with the SAS Scrip Coordinator, Kim Lare, by emailing it to 

ScripAtSAS@gmail.com.  

 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7CX3UAim5U
mailto:ScripAtSAS@gmail.com


  

  

 

 

 

Give each family member a 

chance  to say “thank you” 

for a blessing God has 

given this year. 

Family Advent Calendar 

7 6 5 4 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

24 23 21 19 18 

10 9 8 

21 30 29 28 November December 

Read together about Elizabeth 

and Zechariah’s special 

blessing in Luke 1:5-25. 

Ask a 
family 

member you 

have hurt in the 
past year for 

forgiveness. Offer it to one 

who has hurt you. 

Light two purple 
candles in the Advent wreath 

each night this week. Sing 

“O Come, O Come 

Emmanuel.” 

Set the Mary and Joseph 
figures of your Nativity set 

across the room from the rest 

of the scene. 

Make cookies to bring to a 

nearby nursing home or 

homeless shelter. 

Cut and paste pictures 

from Christmas 
cards you 

receive into 

ornaments for 
your tree. 

Send Christmas cards to your 
pastor, priests, and religious 

or ordained ministers who 

are important 
to your 

family. 

Clean out your closets of 
unwanted clothes or toys in 

good condition. Donate 

them to a shelter or other 
charity. 

Read about the angel’s 
remarkable visit to Mary in 

Luke 1:26-38. Talk about 

ways we can also say, 
“yes,” to God. 

Move Mary and Joseph closer 

to the Nativity scene. Try to 

imagine what it was like to 
travel to Bethlehem by 

donkey.  

Put a lamp or electric candle 

in a window to welcome the 
Christ child. Light it each 

night until Christmas Day. 

Family Movie Night: Make 

some popcorn and watch a 
Christmas movie together. 

Put up and 
decorate 

your family 

Christmas 
tree. 

Pick a 
Christmas 

card you’ve received this 

week and pray for the person 
who sent it. 

Light two purple 

candles and the pink one for 
joy. See which of you can 

sing loudest at Mass today. 

Gather 
some 

friends and neighbors 

and go Christmas 
caroling. 

Take a drive or walk around 
your home to look at the 

Christmas decorations or 

displays. 

Write letters to Baby Jesus 

telling him that you look 
forward to his coming.  

Place 
Mary and 

Joseph in the Nativity scene. 

Add grass or straw to the 
manger to get it ready. 

Light all four 
candles in the wreath tonight. 

Read today’s Gospel reading, 

Matthew 1:18-24. 

Set up your Nativity scene, 
but leave out the Holy 

Family.  

25 

27 
Make and bless an Advent 

wreath. Light the first 
purple candle each night 

this week. 

Put the Baby in 
the manger and 

read the story 

of Jesus’ birth  
in Luke 2:1-20. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Send a thank-you 
note to the priests 

or other parish 

ministers who enriched your 
seasonal celebration. 

Decorate a 
“Jesus 

Candle” with symbols of 

Jesus. Save it to light during 
Christmas dinner. 

20 
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In honor of Mary’s 

Immaculate 

Conception, 

attend Mass 
and pray a 

family Rosary 

tonight. 

22 

Attend Confession as a 

family and go out to dinner 

afterward to celebrate 

forgiveness! 

Together, write your 
Christmas cards. Let older 

kids address the envelopes 

and younger ones seal them. 

... And Joseph too went up from Galilee from the town of Nazareth to Judea, to the city of David that is 

called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, to be enrolled with Mary, his 

betrothed, who was with child. While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, 

and she gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 Now there were shepherds in that region living in the fields and keeping the night watch over 

their flock. The angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were struck with great fear. The angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 

behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For today in the city 

of David a savior has been born for you who is Messiah and Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you 

will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”And suddenly there was a 

multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the 

highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” When the angels went away from 

them to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went in haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known the message that 

had been told them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by 

the shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart. (Luke 2:4-19) 



Celebrate thankfulness all year round

Why do Catholics 
pray novenas?

© Copyright 2016 Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Helping our children grow in their Catholic faith. November 2016

    A novena is a cycle of 
prayers offered for nine 
days for a particular 
petition. In the early Church, 
nine days were prayed in 
commemoration of the nine 
days the Apostles spent in 
prayer between the 
Ascension and Pentecost. 

Another early custom offered a 
nine-day novena before Christmas, 

symbolizing the nine months 
Jesus spent in Mary’s womb.
   Novenas are one of the ways 
Catholics show perseverance 
and trust in God through 
prayer. There are 36 novenas 
authorized by the Church.

   St. Albert the Great 
   St. Albert was born 
in 1206 to a wealthy 
and powerful 
German family, but 
chose to join the 
Dominicans 
instead of 
following his 
parents’ wishes 
for his future. He was a brilliant 
scholar excelling in many �elds. As 
a theologian, he used Aristotle’s 
philosophy to explain and defend 
Catholic theology—a practice also 
followed by his pupil, St. Thomas 
Aquinas. He was canonized by 
Pope Pius XI in 1931, and declared 
a Doctor of the Church.

Buddy System
   The road to Heaven is hard but 
we don’t have to travel alone. Jesus 
knew we would need a community 
where we could �nd support so he 
gave us the Church. Look around 
your parish for a prayer “buddy” 
and suggest that you pray for each 
other.

   “Lord, your mercy 
reaches to heaven; 
your �delity, to the 
clouds. Your justice is 
like the highest 
mountains; your 
judgments, like the 
mighty deep” 
(Psalm 36:6-7). 

   Thanksgiving, when we thank God 
and share gratitude with family and 
friends, is a good time to strengthen 
the atmosphere of gratitude 
in our homes. Try these ideas 
for fortifying your family’s 
culture and practice of 
gratitude:
   Establish traditions 
modeling gratitude 
to God. A 
common 
practice is to 
offer thanks 
before meals 
as Jesus did 
(Matthew 
15:36). Or, 
gather as a family at 
bedtime and give thanks for the 
day. Encourage each person to 
mention something specific for 
which he or she is thankful. Praise 
God for his goodness.
   Choose a scripture reference that 
expresses your family’s love and 
gratitude. “The Lord is my strength and 

my shield, in whom my heart trusts” 
(Psalm 28:7). “Give thanks to the 
Lord, who is good, whose love endures 
forever” (1 Chronicles 16:34). “And 

whatever you do, in word 
or in deed, do everything 
in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father 
through him” 
(Colossians 3:17). 
Memorize and 

pray it together 
regularly.
 Love it by 

losing it. 
Each choose 
to give up for 

a week a favorite toy, 
game, electronic device or something 
else of value. When reunited with it a 
week later, praise God for its creation 
and usefulness or entertainment 
value.
   Don’t forget to thank God in the 
hard times as well as the good times. 
That’s modeling true gratitude.
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Matthew 24:37-44, 
“Is he here yet?”

  

   Nov. 20 – Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ the King. God promised 
his people a king who would be 
triumphant over their enemies. Jesus is 
our King, who triumphed over the 
enemies of sin and death. In Baptism 
and Con�rmation, we are brought 
under his kingship.
   Nov. 25 – St. Catherine of Alexandria 
(310). Scholar, princess, virgin, and 
martyr, St. Catherine converted to 
Christianity after receiving a vision. She 
rebuked the emperor Maxentius for his 
persecution of the Christians. While in 

prison, 200 people came to visit her 
and were inspired to convert. She is 
the patroness of philosophers, 
students, librarians and lawyers.
   Nov. 27 – 1st Sunday of Advent. 
During this four-week season, we 
anticipate the Messiah’s birth, 
remembering the time when he was 
awaited. During Advent we also 
look forward to Christ's 
reign and his coming 
on the last day. We 
light candles in an 
Advent wreath each 
night of the season 
to signal the 
coming of the true 
light of Christ.

    Saints are holy people who lived a life of 
extraordinary virtue and now celebrate with God 
in Heaven forever. All Saints Day (November 1) 
reminds us that we are still connected to them 
through the Communion of Saints. In addition 
to attending Mass on this Holy Day of 
Obligation, try these ideas for celebrating 
All Saints Day in your home:
   Adopt a new patron. Choose a new 
personal saint for guidance and 
protection. One way is to select from the 
saints whose feast days correspond to our 

birthdays. (Check the calendar at www.usccb.org or 
Butler’s Lives of the Saints.) Another is to choose the 

patron of a favorite hobby or interest.
   Litany of the Saints. Write your own Litany 

of Saints by making a list of your favorites. 
Add those who have been recently 
canonized. Pray your Litany together each 

day.
 Saint diary. Many saints kept diaries. For a 

week after All Saints Day, have each person write 
down his or her prayers in a diary every night. 

Ask your patron saint for guidance.

   Two years ago, a large plant in our 
town shut down and moved jobs out of 
the area. Families were hit hard and the 
atmosphere approaching the holidays 
was grim. Although my extended family 
loves big Thanksgiving feasts, I just 
couldn’t bring myself to host a day of 

excess when so many of 
our neighbors were 

suffering.
   Two weeks before 
Thanksgiving, I 
emailed my brothers 
and sister and asked 
if we could move 
our dinner to the 

Knights of Columbus soup kitchen. 
They didn’t hesitate to agree.
   My entire family showed up on 
Thanksgiving to serve turkey, cranberry 
sauce, stuf�ng, cornbread, green beans, 
mashed potatoes and more to the 
needy of our town. When everyone 
had their �ll, my family came home to 
a much smaller and simpler 
Thanksgiving meal than we had ever 
served at my house but there was no 
shortage of joy around our table that 
day.

   We know Jesus came more than 2,000 
years ago—an event we celebrate 
every Christmas. What we don’t 
know is when he will return. In 
this reading, Jesus urged all his 
followers to prepare for when 
he comes again. He warned 
them that his second coming 
will be sudden and 
unexpected, like a thief in the 
night.
   Jesus’ next coming is what 
Advent is all about: 
anticipating our Lord, wondering 
at the mystery of his coming, and 
marveling at his glory when he arrives.
   To be ready for Christ’s return at any 
time, it is best to stay in a state of grace. 

Welcome saints into your family

The Church offers the Sacrament 
of Penance and Reconciliation 

to help. Go often to keep 
sharp a sense of sin.
   What can a parent do? 
Celebrate the wait during 
Advent. Light the candles 
in an Advent wreath and 
pray together each night 
during the season. Savor 
the story of Jesus’ coming. 
Marvel over the 
Annunciation. Exclaim 
over the Visitation. 

Celebrate the Birth. When 
Christmas �nally arrives, the whole 
family will share in its wonder and 
excitement together.



Feast on a cooperative dinner; have fun with friends; slow 

down to remember and reflect on the love of a mother and 
child — all in one evening! 

Please bring a picture of you and your firstborn or you and 
your mom preferably with child in picture as a baby 

Advent by Candlelight 

  

 Women in the New Evangelization (WINE)  

of The Catholic Community of Ascension & St. Augustine 

Invite you to join us for our 8th annual 

 Saturday, December 3 

6:30 PM 

St. Augustine  

Parish Hall 

 

No charge for this event; your 

hostess will invite you to bring 

something for your table’s dinner 

  

 For more information or to RSVP  
as a guest or hostess for a table of 8,  

contact Karen Beach, 
karenbeach8@gmail.com or 410-292-3023. 



    

K OF C SONOGRAM PROGRAM 
ALL DAY MONDAY, NOV. 7TH, 2016 

PLEASE PRINT THIS FLYER AND PRESENT IT TO THE 

SERVER/BARTENDER. Sorry, No Mobile Display.  
Group Info:  SEAT AS GROUP(s) ARRIVE - NO SET DINING AREA  

Menu:  FULL MENU (Available for Dine-in OR Carry-out)  

Billing: 1 CHECK PER TABLE   

Instructions: STAPLE FLYER TO CLOSED CHECK FOR DONATION CALCULATION.   

Fundraising for: MARYLAND K OF C SONOGRAM PROGRAM; 15% OF SALES.  

6751 Dorsey Road, Elkridge, MD 21075  
(410) 796 - 4345  

WWW.STAINEDGLASSPUB.NET  
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