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The St. Augustine Monthly  

 

F r o m  t h e  P r i n c i p a l ’ s  D e s k …  

St. Augustine School   †   Founded in 1857   †  www.staug-md.org 

Come to learn.  Go to serve.   †  April 2017 

Dear St. Augustine Catholic School Parents, 

As I pause to draft this note to you, I cannot believe that upon our return from Easter Break, we have seven 

weeks of school left. It seems like yesterday, that I arrived in January. The classrooms and our community 

have been quite busy. 

One cannot drive through our campus without seeing the beauty God has graced us with in all the spring 

colors and floral growth.  This beauty, which once laid dormant, awaiting the good weather and the bright 

light that spring promises, is a good reminder that as children of God, we too are drawn to the light. If we 

take time to nourish our spirit, seek out all the good that life has to offer, we too will blossom in beauty for 

all those around us. 

I would like to personally thank all of the parents and friends of St. Augustine Catholic School who have 

purchased Gala tickets, provided an auction item or made a donation in support of our school. This 

collaboration, is one of the special attributes that we can expect when we send our children to a Catholic 

School…the community rises as one to support the good, for the sake of our children. On behalf of the 

entire St. Augustine team, please know we are grateful and with humble hearts we thank you for your 

generosity. 

If you have not turned in your 2017-18 registration packet, please note, that we do anticipate a waiting list 

for many grades and we do not want any of our SAS families to lose a seat. 

I look forward to collaborating with those parents who have signed-up to participate in the Strategic 

Planning Workshops after Easter Break. Thank you to the 60+ parents who have agreed to lend a voice to 

this process. 

We hope to have the 2017-18 school calendar available after Easter Break to assist in your future planning, 

and as we begin to shore up 2017-18 details, we will share all applicable information. 

My prayer for all of our families, is that over this Easter Break, children and parents will find time to laugh 

together, talk to one another, and take time to pause from the business that is our world. 

        Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

  

~Mrs. Denise Ball, Principal 
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1 3 t h  A n n u a l  
R a c e  f o r  

E d u c a t i o n  

We’re gearing up for St. 

Augustine’s 13th Annual Race 

for Education on Friday, May 

19th.  Students always have fun at this annual event!   

This event promotes physical fitness and provides 

funding for our school that supports initiatives that 

enhance our students’ learning.  It is one of the few 

fundraisers where nearly 100% of the income is profit!  

Over the years this event has raised over $300,000 for our 

school.  All children participate in the event  and we are 

excited to announce that the Oriole Bird will be joining us 

this year.!  Our goal for this year’s race is $25,000.  These 

funds are used to support the school’s technology 

program as well as to provide our students and teachers 

with resources for learning.   Since everyone will benefit, 

we hope that everyone will participate!  Your support is 

greatly appreciated!  

REMINDER:  Only students who have contacted 5 

supporters for the Race will receive an exclusive Race 

for Education t-shirt.  You can accomplish this 2 

ways.   1)  If you returned your mailing labels to the 

office.  Letters will be sent to your sponsors. 2) If you did 

not return labels you should set up a website through 

Piggybackr and send out at least FIVE emails to friends 

and family.  Many families have created pages, but have 

not yet sent out emails.  Remember you MUST send at 

least 5 emails to receive a shirt. You can click this link to 

set up your fundraising page. https://

www.piggybackr.com/tamara_sciullo_1/st-augustine-

school-support-2017-race-for-education-fundraiser. If you 

have any questions,  please contact Mrs. Sciullo at 

tsciullo@staug-md.org 

The third grade is trying an experiment in seating 

arrangement.  After testing was finished, the students 

were allowed to choose a seat anywhere in the room, and 

to move their desks to any position in the room.  It was a 

noisy transition!   Some students knew they could handle 

sitting near a friend; others chose to sit a little apart from 

the group to help them focus and not talk during 

class.  Mrs. O'Brien was very proud of their good, 

independent choices!  Interestingly, the final arrangement 

is roughly 4 rows of seats!   

 

The third grade also "raised" grain beetles from larvae to 

adults. They studied the life cycle of animals, and began 

with mealworms, which they divided into several 

containers.  The students fed them a piece of apple. They 

observed them as they grew legs, then got wider and 

lighter in color.  Finally, their shells darkened.  The 

children released them in the grass at the far side of the 

parking lot last week.   

 

 The third, fourth, and fifth grade students participated in 

a "Book Tasting" during Read Across America Week  in 

March.  The children spent a little time sampling books 

from multiple genres.  Some people surely found some 

new good reads! Also, at the end of testing week, the 

students in the intermediate team participated in an 

engineering challenge. The students were given the 

choice of four items to build, but in addition to having 

construction requirements, they also had to stay within a 

budget! Each group started with $10.00 of play money 

and they had to "purchase" all of their supplies, from 

masking tape, to drinking cups, to card stock. The 

children thoroughly enjoyed the thought provoking 

activity and collaborated well to build some creative 

stuctures. 
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S c h o o l  
G a r d e n  

U p d a t e  

 

We are trying something 

new with the school 

garden this year. We are 

planting a spring crop! 

Mr. Bob Dunham was kind enough to till the garden in 

March, a week after our last snow, so that during testing 

week the students could begin to work the soil and plant 

vegetables. Numerous classes participated. Some leveled 

the ground with hand shovels, others planted seeds 

directly into the ground, and still others started seeds in 

peat pots in their classrooms. We are growing snap peas, 

broccoli, lettuce, radishes, and potatoes - all foods that 

should do well in cooler weather. The hope is that we will 

be able to harvest items the first week in June.  

 

 

P r i v a t e  
S c h o o l  

S c h o l a r s h i p s  

 

Maryland State has approved 6 

million dollars in scholarships for 

private and parochial schools. Please review the flyer on 

the Communications Tile and stay up to date on the 

application process. To find out if your child qualifies for 

a scholarship go to www.educationmaryland.org 

 

 

F r o m  t h e  
H e a l t h  

R o o m  

Spring is in full swing and 

everything is in bloom. It is so 

nice to get outside and enjoy 

the beautiful weather but with 

that comes the woes of seasonal allergy issues. If your 

child is sneezing, has a clear runny nose, dry cough, 

headache, or red/itchy/watery eyes then chances are they 

are feeling the effects of all of the pollen that is in the air. 

Many children are visiting the Health Room with these 

complaints, especially after outdoor play. Please touch 

base with your child’s pediatrician if you have concerns 

regarding allergies. There are a variety of products 

including daily oral medications, eyedrops, and nasal 

sprays that may help your child get through the Spring 

months more comfortably. Typically oral allergy 

medications like Zyrtec (cetirizine) and Claritin 

(loratadine) should be taken once a day to prevent 

symptoms.  FYI: Costco has brand name and generic 

allergy medications available that are a fraction of the 

cost of the Walmart, Target, or drug store varieties. 

 

 

 

S u m m e r  

U n i f o r m  

All grades will be wearing their 

summer uniform when we return 

from spring break on April 23rd.  

Please refer to pages 8 & 9 of the 

school handbook for the summer uniform specifications. 

 

 

P i c t u r e s  

N e e d e d  

It is that time of year again, 

when the yearbook staff is 

requesting photos from the 2016

-18 school year.  If you have 

photos from any school or class events please send them 

to yearbook@staug-md.org.  
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St. Augustine School 

Friday Flier 

Thursday, April 13th   Holy Thursday - School Closed 

Friday, April 14th   Good Friday - School Closed  

Monday, April 17th -  

Friday, April 21st   Spring Break - School Closed 
 

Monday, April 24th   School Reopens 
 

Tuesday, April 25th   Science Club, 3,2,1 Blast off , 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM  
 

Wednesday,  April 26th     Assembly, All Grades, Character Building 
   

Thursday, April 27th    Faculty and Staff Meeting, 7:45 AM, Teacher Appreciation Breakfast from Grade 7  

    Concert Band Rehearsal, 8:00 AM and  Band Sectionals all day 

    Chamber Choir Rehearsal in Burke Wing, 12:15 PM 

    Science Fair, 7th and 8th grade, 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM  

    Quiz Bowl, 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM   
 

Friday, April 28th   Boys Choir Rehearsal, 8:15 AM 

    School Mass, 9:00 AM  

    Hearing and Vision Screening, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM   

    Chorale Rehearsal in Burke Wing, 12:15 PM  

 

EASTER BLESSINGS 
 

The  faculty and staff  would like to extend our best wishes to all of you for a very prayerful and 
reflective Holy Week and a joyous Easter celebration. We hope your family time is rewarding and full of many 

blessings. We look forward to welcoming the children back to school rested and eager to learn. 
 

 SCIENCE FAIR INFORMATION:  On April 27th, 2017, the 7th and 8th grade students will be 

hosting their annual Science Fair.  We are in need of judges from 12:30-3:10 during the afternoon of 

April 27th.  A rubric and all directions will be provided by Mr. Miller.  If you are STAND trained 

and interested in volunteering as a judge, please email Mr. Miller at jmiller@staug-md.org.   

 

 JOIN THE SAS TRACK TEAM: 

Spring is in the air and the season for Track and Field is right around the corner.  SAS will have a 

Track Team again this year for any interested students in grades 5 – 8.  If you would like to join 

the team, please email Nelson Milburn at namilburn@gmail.com.  Also if you are interested, 

COACHES ARE NEEDED, so please contact Mr. Milburn if you are able to help.  Our first     

practice will begin Monday, April 24th after school for about an hour.  The children will meet at 

the picnic tables on the playground for the start of each practice.  The practice days will be    

Monday and Wednesday and will be immediately after school. The kids must have their running shoes.  Our first 

Meet will be on April 29th.  We look forward to another fun season.   
 

STRATEGIC PLANNING WORKSHOP UPDATE:  

Thursday, May 4th and May 11th from 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

Thank you to the 60+ families who have signed up to participate in our first ever 3 Year Strategic 

Planning Parent Workshop. Mrs. Ball will guide parents through the reflective process of writing a 

strategic plan. The voices of all stakeholders are valued. Students, faculty, staff, and school board will 

all lend insights to enhance this process.  If you have not signed up but would like to participate, 

please send an email to Mrs. Cynkar at rcynkar@staug-md.org to be added to the list. Mrs. Ball will be emailing 

those who have signed up additional information within the next two weeks. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy Spring Break! We won’t be placing Scrip Orders for physical gift cards 

over the break but you can continue to use PrestoPay to Reload your gift 

cards or use the My Scrip Wallet app on your phone to process eScrip orders 

directly! See below for more information on these tools: 

 

 

 

 

PrestoPay Info and Instructions YouTube Video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7CX3UAim5U 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PrestoPay Info and Instructions YouTube Video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7CX3UAim5U 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7CX3UAim5U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c7CX3UAim5U


     

 

 Calling all ladies, it is time for Muffins with Mom! 

No worries if mom can’t make this event, bring your 

grand mom, aunt, or sister. 

Muffins, kindly donated by Bakery Express, along 

with coffee and juice will be served. 

 

DATE:    April 28, 2017 

TIME:  7:30 a.m. -8:20 a.m.  (Moms must remain with 

children until 8:20 when drop off begins.) 

LOCATION:  St. Augustine Hall (Please park in the back lot.) 

RSVP or ?’s:  Emily Kuchinsky at ekuchinsky2@gmail.com or 

410-227-7728.  Please RSVP by 4/21/17. 

  

      

mailto:ekuchinsky2@gmail.com










fresh spring reads!
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